[Effect of age and sex on the nondenaturing dissolution of rat lung collagen].
The collagen of the lung was found highly soluble after several short-lasting treatments with pepsin following incubation of the tissue in a medium containing LiCl 9 M. Whatever age and sex, almost all the collagen content was solubilized. The rate of dissolution was observed to be highly increased during a short time of life-between 7 and 14 weeks. This high rate correlates with the end of the ponderal growth of the lung.